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Recycling Regulations Approved er plank 
% Roy 
The recycling regulations were approved by the Legislative Regulations Review <Onpo’ 


Committee on February 21st. The regulations define the items on the mandatory 
recycling list. The final list includes cardboard, glass food containers, leaves, metal 
food containers, newspaper, office paper, scrap metal, storage batteries and waste 
oil. In accordance with the Mandatory Recycling Act, these items are required to be 
recycled by each municipality within A tess months of the availability of service to 
the municipality by a regional processing center or a local processing system, and 
after January 1, 1991, cannot knowingly be accepted at a landfill or energy recovery 
facility for permanent disposal. 


Due to questions relating to statutory language which the Department is now 
moving to remedy, the Committee deleted the items designated as “suitable” for 


recycling, including dry-cell batteries, HDPE plastic containers, PET food containers 
and scrap tires, from the regulations. 


Also included in the regulations is a requirement that all solid waste facilities in the 
state submit to the Commissioner an amended operation and management plan to 
ensure that items required to be recycled will not knowingly be accepted for 
permanent disposal. The plans must be submitted within three months of the 
effective date of these regulations. The regulations become effective upon filing 
with the Office of the Secretary of State. 


Commercial Recycling Pilot Begins in Hartford 


Two Cafe and Lounge pilot projects for recycling have begun in Hartford. The 
establishments who have taken the initiative to begin recycling are the Alabama 
Lounge at 167 Barbour Street and the Main and Tower Cafe at 3229 Main Street. 
These establishments are sorting their glass by color: green, clear and brown, and 
recycling their corrugated. The glass is rinsed and then placed (with caps and rings 
on) in three 55 gallon drums (one for each color of glass). When the drums are full, 
two employees lift them onto a pick-up truck and take them, along with the 
corrugated, to Connecticut Container Inc. in Manchester. 


Prior to starting the pilot program, both establishments had been disposing of non- 
deposit bottles and corrugated along with the rest of the trash. 240 pounds of glass 
was collected in the first 3 weeks of recycling. Revenue from the first shipment was 
minimal, but cost avoidance on collection is expected to make the recycling cost- 
effective.Technical assistance on the project was provided by Jacquelyn White, 
Recycling Specialist with the DEP. Congratulations to the Alabama Lounge and the 
Main and Tower Cafe for setting an example for other Connecticut businesses. 


RECYCLING PRIMER NOW AVAILABLE 


To assist in public education efforts for the 
recycling program, an informational booklet, 
“Recycling Primer: Getting Back to Basics”, 
co-authored by the CT Department 

of Environmental Protection and the 
Connecticut Citizen Action Group, is now 
available. The booklet describes the recycling 
program, including benefits, public policy, 
intermediate processing centers, and waste 
reduction. 





The primer has been mailed to all Garbage Kim Marcy, Editor 

Gazette readers and recycling contacts DEP , 

statewide. If you would like additional copies 165 Capitol Ave., Room 108 
of the booklet, please write: Hartford, CT 06106 


Copyright © New England Monthly, January, 1989. 


PACKAGING: THE 
GARBAGEMAN’S FRIEND 


Americans throw away 92 million tons of packaging a year. 
This includes 42 billion nonrefillable drink containers and 
9.6 million tons of plastic, or 1,800 plastic items for every 
home in the country. No one knows how long this packag- 
ing will endure, but most of it will be around for our great- 
grandchildren’s great-grandchildren to enjoy. Here is a 
sampling of what they'll have to live with. 





Phowgraphs: Robert Tobey 


KING SIZE FAB 1 SHOT 

A 1:6-ounce mix of laundry detergent and 
fabric softener is heat-sealed in a non- 
woven polyester pressec-fiber sack, which 
is nestled in with three other sacks in a 
compartmentalized bin made of poly- 
ethylene terephthalate acid glycol. The 
four compartments are individually heat- 
sealed with mylar film and placed in a 
large box made of nonbarrier clay-coated 
newsback board. 


MOTT'S G-PAK CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE 

Four ounces of cinnamon apple sauce are 
poured into a printed plastic cup, which is 
then heat-sealed with thick, embossed 
aluminum foil. The cup is then packaged 
with five others in a heavy cardboard 
Jak-et-Pak. 


McDONALD’s QUARTER POUNDER WITH CHEESE 
One four-ounce fried cheeseburger (pre- 
cooked weight) is placed in a large, hinged 
Styrofoam bin, which is then placed in a 
printed paper sack. 


MEW! WYLFR’S BIC SQUEEZE FRUIT DRINK 
Eight fluid ounces of artificially flavored 
fruit drink are encased in a beveled 
capstan-shaped thick plastic bottle, which 
is encircled with a printed paper label. The 
bottle is then placed with five others in a 
printed cardboard tray. This entire package 
is then sealed with plastic shrink-wrap. A 
spokesman for the company, when asked 
what specific types of plastic were used in 
the packaging, replied, ‘You'll have to 
speak to our legal department.” 


DEL MONTE BANANA 
One banana is enclosed in a 100% bio- 
degradable peel, to which is attached a 
small paper sticker. “Bananas don't need 
packaging,” says a Del Monte spokesman. 
“What they've already got seems to be 
working pretty well.” 

— Anne Hawke 





Reprinted with permission. 
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Kim Marcy, Editor 
566-8108 
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MARKETS FOR STEEL DRUMS 


Scrap processors require that drums be properly 
cleaned and open. A certificate must accompany 
drums to prove that they have been properly 
cleaned (using a triple rinse process if there is a 
possibility of PCB contamination). Some processors 
require a signed agreement indemnifying the 
processor of liability. 


Alderman-Dow Iron & Metals 
358 Chapel Street 

New Haven, CT 06511 
telephone: 562-1594 


Jacob Brothers 

1240 Seaview Ave. 
Bridgeport, CT 
telephone: 367-5341 


Kramer Scrap 

Southern Avenue 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
telephone: (413) 774-3103 


Lajoies 
Meadow Street 


South Norwalk, CT 
telephone: 866-6650 


New England Container .- 


RFD #8, Geo. Washington Hwy. 


Smithfield, Ri 02917 


Rubino Brothers 

560 Canal Street 
Stamford, CT 06904 
telephone: 323-3195 


Schiavone & Sons 

234 Universal Drive 
North Haven, CT 06473 
telephone: 777-2591 


Stanley Sack Co. 

30 Barber Pond Road 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
telephone: 242-6228 


Suisman & Blumenthal 
500 Flatbush Ave. 
Hartford, CT 06106 
telephone: 522-3123 


M. Wilder & Sons 

569 North Colony Street 
Meriden, CT 06450 
telephone: 235-4225 
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Printed on Recycled Paper 


